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tion of Dutch Jewry, the comedy itself is not enough proof of its
author’s membership in the camp of the « Enlightened ». The per-
formance of a comedy may point to a wordly inclination of a rabbi,
but we know that Rabbi Jacob Moshe Loewenstamm belonged to the
Orthodox party, which was strongly against the native Haskalah.

1 realise only too well that I have not answered all the ques-
tions which can arise in connection with the comedy and its anony-
mous author. I tried only to tell something about the soil and climate
of the society from which the comedy sprung to help the reader
understand the play and to stimulate other investigators to continue
the search I began,

(For a bibliography please see the end of the introduction in
Yiddish.)

Amsterdam. L. FUKS.
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at Purim is the only similarity. Yet it is not improbable that our
comedy could be played at other times after some stanzas had beea
changed. The author’s goal was uncovering the ulcerated wound on
the body of the Dutch Jewish society — poverty and the correspon-
ding decline «of morals.

His problem was not so exalted as that of Yitschak Euchel, whom
one considers to be the author of the first Jewish comedy — who
used the weapon of Haskalah in getting equal rights in Germany
for the Jews, for instance abolition of the head tax and limitation
of the number of marriages. This kind of stricture was unknown by
Dutch Jewry. Also the problem of Haskalah, the bitter struggle
between the old and the young generation as reflected in Euchel’s
« R’. Henoch or what can be done with ity took a different form
in Holland. For many generations saw the Haskalah of their brothers
the Sephardim, and they emulated them, infusing it with their own
special character. Dutch Jews did not consider it a sin to cultivate
wordly sciences and they had not to fight for its right. Nor was there
any sort of battle of language between the « Enlightened » and the
« Obscurants » as there was in Germany.

But there are some points of correspondence in both comedies.
Both are realistic and the characters speak the language of their
environment. Max Eric’s critic of Euchel’'s comedy, that in language
it is neither Yiddish nor German, does not aplly to our comedy,
because the latter is wholly Yiddish, even with the Hebrew of Jeru-
shalmi it belongs to the domain of Jewish language.

Euchel had no real influence on our author, who must have know
however, about the former’s comedy which was written only four
yeats previously.

We must remember that the Dutch Haskalah came from a diffe-
rent source. The aspiration to fight for equal rights, for suffrage,
for chance at public office, etc, was principally inspired by the
French revolution and not by Mendelsohnianism. From this perspec-
tive we can understand the tendencies of the Dutch-Yiddish comedy...
For the principal goal of the Dutch enlightenment was to make the
poor Jews productive, or as they used to call it «to socially elevate
them ». Many documents of that era tell about efforts in this direction,
and Dessauer once dedicated a poem to the subject of productivisa-
tion.

We cannot conclude from our scanty information that the Dutch
playwright belonged to the enlightment club « Felix Libertate» or
that he was a member of the new community Adath Jeshurun, but
in any case he was a child of his age and environment and he had
an eye open to their problems. Seen in the light of the special situa-
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and subjects like sorcerer, swindler, etc. H. van Halmael, for instance
mentions at least nineteen comedies with a swindler or hypocrite
as leading character, whose dirty tricks always come to light. The
chief themes of many comedies are coarseness, meanness and exube-
rantness. Worp’s characteristics of the Dutch comedy are to some
extent applicable to the Yiddish theatre where there is no lack of
coarseness. But the Yiddish comedies bear seal of a Jewish psyche
and are the expression of characteristics found in peculiar circum-
stances, very different fiom those portrayed in Dutch theatre.

While Dessauer reaped glory with his «Don Juan » and many
other works performed in German and Dutch, the popilace preferred
a Jiddish comedy enacted according to the rules of the European
theatre of the day. Even though this comedy was not written for
a theatre group and lacks decorative effects, its merit was not dimi-
nished. The author counts on the spectater’s imagination and his
speach does a good deal to compensate for the lack of decorative
effects. The author, like Sholem Aleykhem, uses expressions from
the daily prayers, the Talmud or the Bible, known by the public,
but which get quite al different meaning in the mouths of the actors
— and heighten the comical situation.

For instance, R’. Yoksh says to his father-in-law R’. Henerl (little
cock) the phrase in the morning prayer: « Blessed art thou, oh
Lord our God, who hag made firm the steps of men », for if you had
not come here, your would not have gotten such a fine son-in-law.
(The Hebrew word « gever » means both man and cock).

Our anonymous author has been blessed with a sharp eye also,
for his characters are clearly drawn. Opposed to the immoderate,
bragging, impudent, so-called scholar R’. Yoksh, is the poised, calcu-
lating and businesslike citizen of Amsterdam, Parnas R’. Lipman.
Beside the self-possessed, cunning Jerushalmi we see the awkwadrd,
naive and stupid minister R’. Henerl.

The two female characters in the play are also pictured very
vividly. Lipke Yentes is an energetic, strong Jewess who does not
bend easily before the pressure of events, She cannot suffer injustice
and seeks justice even to Amsterdam. She has a ready and sharp
tongie, She switches from her role of the wronged and weak woman
very easily and is quite able to take on men like Jerushalmi and
R’. Yoksh. In Teme:l we recognise an honest, simple, inexperienced
girl who easily becomes victim to her moods and circumstances.

The comedy bitingly pictures the strong antagonism between
German and Polish Jews in Amsterdam.

We already mentioned that this play and other famous Purim-
plays of the era have nothing in common. That they were all played
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The comedy begins with a letter from the community of Solnek
to the Amsterdam Parnas R’. Lipman, The bearer of the letter is a
man from Jerusalem who wanted to collect money for the stricken
community of Solnek in Poland. He pretends that he only speaks the
« holy language » (Hebrew), which reminds us of Sholem Aleykhem’s
hero « The guest» who also speaks nothing but the holy language
with «wonly patakhs». In reality the «emissary» is a citizen of
Breslau and a known swindler. When Breslau became too dangerous
for him he tried his luck in Germany where he had no reputation.
There he forges a letter to his wife Lipke Yentes, telling he is dead.
Frome Germany he comes to Holland accompanied by a servant, a
girl disguised as a boy, who was persuaded to leave her father’s
house to eventually marry the swindler.

In the meantime the « widow » Lipke Yentes married R’. Yoksh,
a friend of the Jerushalmi, but R’. Yoksh deserts his wife and goes
to Amsterdam. Lipke Yentes goes on search for her husband, and
she finally lands in Holland. In R’. Lipman’s house she finds not
only her living husband, but also her « dead » one. The swindler has
been discovered. Jerushalmi returns to his wife Lipke Yentes, and
R’. Yoksh, bachelor again, gives his heart to Jerushalmi’s servant.
After a long search her father finds her also in R’. Lipman’s house.
Eventually everybody makes peace with « fate .

The comedy ends with an improvised song, sung by R’. Yoksh
and his father-in-law, minister of the community of Fingerlokh. The
song is characteristic of the time and place of the performance and
has the traditional turn to the public of the Purim plays. True to
the custom of his father, the Amsterdam Rabbi Shaul Loewenstamm,
the son also celebrated Purim with much pump and panoply. He
performed a comedy in his large house about one of the most painful
problems among Amsterdam Jewry in those days — poverty — and
he brought it up to ridicule. '

Our comedy resembles the then contemporary Dutch plays in
both composition and structure. It is apparant, then, that our ano-
nymous author had a general knowledge of the stage and theatre
technique besides his familiarity with traditional Jewish literature.
He has a fine fealing for languages too. His heroes speak the Yiddish
of their country, save of course Jerushalmi, who speaks a very lively
Hebrew, proving that the author was also an excellent Hebrew com-
positor.

« The number of published comedies in the Seven Provinces
(Holland) in the 17th and 18th century is nearly as large as the very
large number of performed comedies », concludes ]J. A. Worp, histo-
rian of the Dutch theatre. We find in the titles of many published
works adjectives like : disguised, deceived, betrayed, unfaithful, etc.
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in the ghetto). For 300 guilders the « smousen » artists had changed
the shed into a comfortable Israelite theatre. The interior is modest
and executed in good taste and did not correspond with the exterior.
Gods, goddesses, and mermaids who float in thick clouds were not
to be seen. Instead there was a little stage. On the right there was
a buffet with everything — brandy, sweet cakes, tobacco, and worm-
eaten oranges. Two « honourable » lamps, which perhaps once illumi-
nated the demonic marriage of Proserpine, did shine with seven
flames. The lamps had been lighted after waiting patiently one and
one-half hour and sixteen minutes. The orchestra consisted of four
musicians, the brothers Polak. They performed « Luck is round »
by D. Heink (a non-Jewish Dutch playwright. L. F.). When the
curtains had been opened one saw the king, Laibje the hatter,
escorted by counts and the princess Porsia, acted by the wigmaker
Nabarro. In jumping from the stairs did king Laib forget to take his
coat with him... After the reciting of a couple of stanzas with some
Hebrew grumble did Loser Klodder take over his part with {he
following verses :

« Thou prince, do thy will. We are listening with eagerness. »

Then Po:sia made a squeaking sound with her scarlet-red painted
nose as an answer,

« And we wait gladly to fulfill always thy commands. »

The dialogue lasted very long. The impatient writer left the shed
where he — as he states — was nearly suffocated by «the hot air
and the warm smouse maidens ».

In the next decennia the Ashkenazic inclination to play and see
Yiddish drama did not weaken, and it is a pity that so very litfle of
the performed repertory has been saved. In the 1780’s a German
Jew, Jacob Herz Dessauer, succeeded in forming a Yiddish theatre
group which played not only in Amsterdam, but in the provinces too.
Dessauer was also founder of the first Jewish dramatic school. Under
his direction the pupils played a prominent part in a half-century of
Dutch theatre, and though his repertory first consisted of mostly
translations into Yiddish-Dutch, Dessauer later expanded it to include
original German and Dutch works.

Th's interest in drama could only flourish, however, in a soil
already rich in theatre-tradidtions, that was fertilised mot only by the
Jewish group itself but by the society around it. Unfortunately the
remnants of these plays we possess, do not probably give a real
pictute of the breadth of Dutch Jewish theatre, and even the find
of our anonymous comedy : which we have called : « All is well that
ends well », strengthens our supposition.
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another solution. They held private performances for select circles
(a Dutch custom which is still practised). We have further information
about Sephardic theatre groups in 1750 and from 1760 to 1763.

The Dutch Ashkenazim had no less of a love for drama. They
too had their theatre traditions, but contrary to the Sephardim, their
traditions centred around Purim plays, the only sort of Ashkenazic
theatre about which we have information. It was always a gay Purim
in Amsterdam, something like an Italian Carnival with masquerades
and balls running from two weeks before the festival until two weeks
afterwards. The Purim-joy was feted in the streets with masked
processions, music and torches that moved beyond the limits of the
Jewish quarter. It would be warmly received by the Christian
neighbours.

Chaim David Asulay, the scholar and traveller, who visited
Holland in 1778, wrote about the Purim Carnival in his diary :

« The night of Shabbath was passed in the streets, gay and with
masks and there was much festiveness because of Purim as if the
city was theirs, and the city joined in the gaiety and there was very
much noise in all the streets of the city, and the greater part of
them are Ashkenazim, more than fifty thousand (?!) souls. They take
too much freedom in the free city, as if they were the rulers of the
city and the country — a queer phenomenon !»

A document, dated 1683, tells something about the Asjkenazic
theatre itself :

« Since some time (Jews) of the High-German nation (Ashkena-
zim) made a real theatre of an old shed on the Oude Schans with a
stage and changing sceneries where plays and comed.es are perfor-
med three times a week, Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday. The
amount of visitors is between 200 and 300, among whom also non-
Jews. »

4& petition was sent by three Ashkenazic Jews to the city council
on February 28th 1707 to get the permission for performances in the
High-German or « smouse » (nickname for Yiddish) language, as it
was the custom as long as Jews lived in the city.

A non-Jewish Dutch writer gives us a detailed picture of the
Jewish theatre (its construction, the artists, the play and even the
atmosphere) in a Dutch paper of March 25th 1726. He calls it « A
ciesctiption of the theatre of the Smousen » (nickname for Jews) and
it reads:

«Upon a certain Wednesday or Thursday I lost my way and
came in a wooden shed, which is in the Joden Houttuinen (a street
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in Amsterdam but performed them too. We know that on Shavuoth,
1624, an allegory « Dialogo dos montes », dialogue of the mountains,
wag performed in the Sephardic synogogue of the community Beth
Jacob. It was an exchange between seven biblical mountains as to
which was the biggest in the world. The dialogues were accompanied
by chorales and an orchestra reminding one very much of the catholic
mystery plays. In 1639 performances in synagogues were forbidden,
and « academias » were founded, literary clubs whose goal was the
development of theatre art. It is probably that these « academias »
grew up under the influence of the « Rederijkers » societies and
« Academias » which flourished among the mnon-Jewish population.
The « Rederijkers » societies in Holland date from the 15th century
and had a great influence on the literary development of the Dutch
people,

Wealthy upper-class Sephardic families used to invite an entire
theatre company or single artists to their mansions to hold private
performances for the owner and his friends. There is evidence of
such performances during 1638 and from 1641-51. The first known
public performance for Sephardim took place in 1664 in a made-over
shed, and it appears that the players were directed by the Marano
poet, dramatist and historian Miguel or Daniel de Barrios. Two do-
cuments written on Febr. 1th and 8th of the year 1667 at notary
Jacobus Snel’s office in Amsterdam tell us that the witnesses Isac
Levy Victorio, Isac Vaez Martinis and Jacob Vaez Martinis, all citi-
zens of the city, declared that they knew Aharon de la Pay, Benjamin
Henriquez and Jacob Nabarro and that they were sure the above-
mentioned persons are associates of Abraham Israel, Daniel Levy
Barrios and Samuel Roza and they did many times together « play
a certain comedy in the hired shed of plaintiff Pieter van Marten and
shared the received money ». The witnesses knew furthermore that :
« more than thirty visitors attended the performance of the comedy ».
Another illuminating document, dated December 28th, 1707, is a peti-
tion of « many amateurs of the Spanish comedy » to the mayor of
Amsterdam for permission to play in the Municipal Theatre on
Thirsday evenings when no regular performances were scheduled.
In this way the municipal foundations, who received the proceeds of
the regular performances would not be damaged. In fact, they do it
already nine years because their visitors don’t understand Dutch,

The petition was refused, but for us it is much more important
to note that the answer of the municipal authorities sounds as though
they could not give permission because the theatre would then lose
the greater part of the visitors of the « Jewish nation » and that this
nation had once had permission to give a single performance in the
aforementioned theatre, ten years previously, after long petition.

But the Sephardim, who felt their theatre a necessity, found
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may trade with fish, neither in the streets nor in the houses. If one
should be caught, there will be a great scandal. The message- of
thig severe command has been read in every synagogue. The gentle-
men Parnassim did afterwards send overseers {o all the corners of
the streets and to the markets and they warned everybody not to
trade with fish, or they will be punished by the community as they
deserve. And the fish-mongers paid very much attention to this.

Thus applied the fish-traders to the community and explained
their cases and said, that they did not want and could not yield
if the authorities would not prohibit the non-Jewish women as well
(to sell fish) in the streets and in the houses too. For it is a free
country and trade is free and if not, than the gentlemen Parnassim
would have to feed their wives and children. »

But thrilling as the struggle between the poor fish-traders and
the gentlemen Parnassim, who were a willing tool in the hands of
the authorities, may be, which resulted in the founding of a Jewish
fish trader guild « Mazel-dogim», it bears no more relation with
our subject.

-

The chronicle just shows how difficult life was for the common
people, even in the « Golden Age », when they had to rely on crumbs
from the tables of rich colonial merchants and money-lenders. Jews
were banned from all trades and craft save those for which no
guilds existed (Diamant-polishing and tobacco preparation). Only
two things were left for the man-in-the-street — to take a sack of
fancy goods on his shoulders and peddle through outlying villages,
or to push a cart of « dainty-bits » through the streets of Amsterdam.

And when thanks to the indirect and later direct influence of
the French revolution all restrictions, which stood in the way to
social, political and;economical equality for the Jews were abolished,
was the economical depression in the Netherlands at its depths.

About 22.000 Jews lived in Amsterdam in 1798 when this comedy
was performed. Of the Sephardim more than half the population,
and of the Ashkenazim more than two-thirds were on parish relief.

But thanks to the free Dutch air and the prosperity which lasted
till the second half of the 18th century, the masses too enjoyed the
crumbs. Also their cultural rise did not fail to come, as usual in such
circumstances. The Jewish press prospered. An enormous number of
Hebrew and Yiddish books, both religious and secular, were pu-
blished. The first Yiddish newspaper appeared in 1686 (the « Dins-
tagishe un Fraytagishe Curantin »), and many plays were performed.
The Sephardim who began coming to Holland in 1593 brought with
them a highly-developed theatre culture, as well as a love for the
Spanish language and literature; and they did not only write plays
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It appears, that the comedy was performed on the Purim-feast
in the house of the chief-rabbi, R’. Yaacob Moshe Loewenstamm,
most probably in the year 1798. This play bears no relations to the
wellknown Purim-comedies of the period, which took their themes
from the Esther-story or from some other biblical source.

The anonymous author of our comedy took his material from
the everyday life of his environment, on which he turns his convex
looking-glass.

The general opinion that the Jews in Holland always lived in
wealth and splendour is strongly contradicted by the facts of his-
torical research. However, compared with the situaton of Jews in
many other countries, Dutch Jews really did live in an « Eldorado ».
It is also true, that in the 17th and in the first part of the {i8th
century, the Jews in Holland (chiefly Sephardim) played a great
part in the economic and cultural growth of the country.

But the history of the Jewish people is not the history of jewish
magnates and the clerics in their service, not even in Holland. The
greater part of the population had to struggle for their daily bread
even in this comparatively free country. Most were troubled by or-
dinances and restrictions from the municipal powers and the many
guilds, who saw in the Jewish artisans and shopkeepers their open
competitors. We must stress, however, that the restrictions were
not enforced against the Jews as Jews, but against all non-inhabi-
tants of the city. The same restrictions were levied against non-
Jewish citizens of other Dutch cities, who wanted to practise a trade
or open a shop in Amsterdam, and who did not have the so called
« poorters »-right. (Poorter being a legal citizen).

In a chronicle in Yiddish about the events in Holland during
the years written by a Jew of the common people, we do find a
tale about a prohibition against Jewish fish-mongering. I was so
fortunate to be able to verify the author’s name which was Braat-
baard-Kauveren, who lived from 1699 to 1786. The chronicle has for
a title « A new chronicle from 1740-1752 ». This tale sheds a harsh
light on the relations between the Jewish common man and the
wealthy Parnassim who supported the community and at the same
time it shows the relations between the Jewish common man and
his country. These Parnassim exerted nearly unlimited power in
their own sphere — but the chronicle itself is illuminating enough to
quote :

« A happening in Amsterdam between non-Jewish women and
Jews : In Amsterdam on the Shabbath Pentateuchical section of
Toledoth 1743 did the mayors, sheriffs and other magistrates issue
a very great prohibition to the gentlemen Parnassim, that no Jew
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INTRODUCTION

People often compare a war with a natural disaster, a bolt of
lightning or an earthquake. Considering war’s effects, the compa-
rison is really justified. When peace has come-and all is quiet man
returns to the ruins of his home and frantically rummages for so-
mething useful to help rebuild his shattered life.

Searching among the ruins of Jewish Amsterdam, in April, 1946
I found by mere chance an note-book in quarto, covered with Hebrew
characters. It was not difficult to decipher the contents. The book
was a Yiddish comedy from the 18th century, containing 34 pages
of 15X 19 cm,

Both title-page and list of actors are missing. But with acknow-

ledge of the contents it is possible to extract the reconstruction of
them :

All is well that ends well
or
The uncovered three-fold deceit

a comedy in thtee acts.

Characters :

R’. Lipman, parans and philantropist. 1)

Jerushalmi, emissary.

R'. Getz, idem,

Karney-Parah, maidservant of [erushalmi.

Temerl, idem.

R. Yoksh, « baal-Shem » of Tarnopol.

Lipke Yentes, formers wife.

R'. Henerl, minister of the community of Fingerlokh.
Place : R'. Lipman’s house. Time : End of this century.

1) Most probably a real person i. e. the Anmisterdam parnas Lipman Rintel
alies Philip Isac de Jong.
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ALL IS WELL

THAT ENDS WELL
OR

THE UNCOVERED
THREE-FOLD DECEIT

a comedy in three acts

An anonymous Yiddish comedy

from the end of the 18th century

Introduction, notes and modernised Yiddish version
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